HOPE SERIES: 1 Peter
Living a Hopeful Lifestyle – Part 1
Study Guide for 1 Peter 2:1-6

REVIEW: 

In chapter one, Peter has built a partial case as to why we should do what he is getting ready to ask us to do in chapter two, and in specific relational situations to come later in the book. He built a clear theological basis for our hope in Christ, and then challenged the believers to live their daily lives in accordance with the heavenly hope that has been offered them through Jesus Christ.  He finished chapter one underscoring the critical fact that we are a spiritual family in Christ, a family that literally will spend eternity together.  Because of that truth we need to begin treating each other correctly right now. We need to learn to fervently love each other from the heart, and we need to live a steadfast life in Christ, both before the world and as part of the family. 


If we were to boil down Peter’s message in this section, it would be this: “Live life in the present with an understanding of the past and a clear view of the future. This will result in the most hopeful lifestyle possible. Peter stayed relatively general in chapter one, but he begins to get more specific in chapter two.

1. (READ 2:1) Just as we would take off a coat, we have put aside, figuratively, the old life by making the decision to put our faith and trust in Christ for salvation.  In so doing, we have also laid aside many of the more obvious vices of that previous life, the more visible vices.  But here in the letter, Peter is addressing the lingering vices that, though they do not appear to be nearly as blatant or heinous, they can actually be far more damaging if left unchecked. Let’s look at each vice Peter lists, and how it affects our lives, both as individuals and in the family of God.

· Malice

· Deceit

· Hypocrisy

· Jealousy

· Slanderous speech
2. (READ 2:2-3) While verse 1 looks to the vices we are bringing with us from the past, verses 2-3 refer to the present. Paul would have listed “good things” to counter the list of bad, but Peter just says, “Go to the Word”. Notice it is the “pure” milk of the Word – the whole Gospel, not diluted by anything, and sought for like a babe goes for the bottle. Just as it says in Hebrews ‘go for the solid food, don’t stay with the milk’ (Heb 5:12-14), Peter is encouraging us to a hopeful faith that will include a steady, maturing process. Discuss how you would go about being intentional in your maturing process. Look at 1 Cor 3:1-3; Eph 4:11-16.
3. Peter emphasizes that “the Lord is good” in verse 3 – continuing his statements from chapter 1. We are to do good because the Lord is good. Actually, Jesus tells us “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Mat 5:48)  Peter seems to be saying: “Leave that old wretched existence behind and put your energies into building something of present and future significance”.  Do this because you have personally experienced the reality and truth of God in your life experience. So growth and maturity for Christians is expected – but we must involve ourselves aggressively in the process. This old saying is always true: If you are not moving forward, then you are moving backward…there is no such thing as neutral in the Christian life. Discuss the opportunities to grow and mature in your faith offered here at MBC. Do you know of other opportunities that MBC leadership should look into?
4. The next step is to look to the future. Peter switches to a building metaphor, calling Jesus the cornerstone and us, the stones, for building on top of Him. (READ 2:4-6) There is a lot of theology packed into these three verses, but we cannot develop them here. Consider:

1. Jesus is the Rock, not Peter (Matthew 16:18; 1 Corinthians 10:4)

2. He was foretold centuries ago (Daniel 2:34, 45; Isaiah 8:13-15)

3. Jesus is the chief stone in the foundation of His Church, His temple. “…and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.”
4. And most importantly, we – you and I – are the stones used for building Jesus’ church, His holy temple for spiritual sacrifices. 

How does knowing that Jesus will use you as the building blocks of His church give you hope for the future?

5. In hope, we anticipate the building’s completion in the future. Verse 6b says: “ …he who believes in Him shall by no means be put to shame”.  If we determine to build our lives on Him as the Cornerstone of our faith, and if we determine to keep firmly connected to our Foundation and participate in the building of this spiritual house called the church – offering our unique talents and gifts back to Christ – we will not be ashamed.  Our hope is not misplaced; we have eternity with Christ to look forward to. If that doesn’t give you hope, nothing will!
Let’s conclude this way.  Since the ‘building’ metaphor was prominent in these verses, and since each Christian’s body is considered to be the temple of the Holy Spirit, let’s each of us take a personal building inspection. You may discuss your answers, or you may wish to keep them private. Whatever you decide, meditate on your answers in light of what Jesus wants for you.

1) Am I successfully avoiding the vices that could minimize my personal hope in Christ and damage the reputation of the church at large? __________________

2) Do I recognize a clear process of growth and spiritual maturity in my life?  _______________

3) Do I take time regularly to remind myself of the ‘goodness’ of God in my life? ____________

4) Do I rest daily in the fact that in spite of the challenges of life, I have the promise of eternity in heaven with God? _______________

5) As a living stone, am I increasingly understanding and applying my unique role in Christ’s church? __________________  If so, how? ______________________

Remember, when any of these vices are present, they damage the integrity of the building, just like using inferior concrete to hold the blocks together. 
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